
1PRNRoadtest

atch is one of ourfavouritefamilycars
,

andwilltakeme

STYLING
* * *

RECENT facelifthaskeptthe
Skoda lookingfresh

,

withneat
detailingsuchasthechrome
grilleandOctavia logo in the
headlightsprovidingextra
appeal . Whileshape is more
conservative thanrivals

,

it' s

stylishandwellproportioned.

NTERIOR
* * *

*

LARGEglassareahelps the
carfeellarger insidethanits
competitors ,

whilequality is

excellent . Fitandfinishwould
putmoreexpensivemodels
to shame

, plusthemassive
loadspacemakes it themost
practical of ourcontenders.

gONI
: Ce

* *
*

*

SMOOTHandrefined2.0-litre
dieselengineprovidesample
performance ,

whilepleasingly
weighted steeringandpositive
controlsinspireconfidence.
Octaviaridesbumpswelland
displays strongbodycontrol.

COSTS
* *

*

THE£18 ,650Skoda is themost
expensivecar in thistest

,

with
a hefty£1 ,455premiumover
thebetter-equipped Chevrolet.
However

, stronger residuals
andgreaterefficiencyshould
help to offsetanyextracash

outlay in theshowroom.

GREE
*

*
* *

A FUEL return
of 33.6mpg

makestheOctaviathemost
efficientchoice

, althoughthis
is stillwellshort of thefirm' s

claimed58.9mpgfigure . CO2
emissions of 126g /

kmare
byfarthe lowesthere.
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THESkodaOctavia is the
oldest of ourcontenders

,

havingmade itsdebutback in

2004 . But a mid-liferefresh in

zoo
9

hasensured thecapable
hatchbacklookseverybitas
modernasitsyoungerrivals.

Itsstyling is
muchmore

conservative
, though ,

and
it

doesn'
t exactlystandoutwhen

parkedalongsidetheCruzeand
Lancer . Still

,

it' s handsomeand
wellproportioned ,

andhelps to

relay a moregrown-up image
thantheothercarshere . On

Boot is biggest
here

,

andwith
seatsfolded

,

it extends its
advantage.
Whiledash is

ratherplain
,

it' s superbly
puttogether

Alp

paper ,

theOctavia is marginally
thesmallestchoice - although
youwouldn' t know it onceyou' re

sat inside
,

astheinterior is one of

themostspacious in theclass.
A largeglassareaand low

shoulder linehelp to create a

brightandairyatmosphere ,

whilethere' s plenty of scope
to adjust thedriver' s seatand
steeringwheel . Thedash looks a

little plain ,

but
it'

s logically laid
outandbeautifully builtfrom
top-qualitymaterials

. Allthe
switches andcontrolsoperate

withprecision ,

theclear
blackon-white instruments lookgreat
andthestereo' s large touchscreen

is simple to use . However
, you' ll

have to pay£18oextra for a

leather-trimmed steeringwheel.
Lift thehugetailgate ,

and

you' re greetedby a vast585-litre
luggagecompartment - that' s a

massive241litresbigger thanthe
Lancer' s

. AswiththeChevy,

it' s

letdownbyitshighload lip ,

but
this is a smallprice to payforthe
Octavia' s estate-rivallingcarrying
capacity . Boosting itscredentials

as a familyfriendlyholdallare
numerous loadsecuring eyelets
and a shoppingbaghookthat folds
outfrombeneath theparcelshelf.

With138bhp ,

theOctavia' s

2.0-litredieseltrailstheCruze
onpower . But it never feelsslow
ontheroad

,

andthesmooth and
linearpowerdeliverymeans
effortlessprogressanduseful

overtakingurge . Theprecise
sixspeed transmission' s wellchosen
ratiosalsohelpmakethemost
of theavailableperformance.

Away fromthetrack
,

theSkoda
is justascapable . Allthecontrols
arewellweighted , plusthesteering
is directwithdecentfeedback

. And
whilethere'

s
a fairamount of roll

,

thesmooth-ridingOctavia is still
themostcomposed andengaging
companionon

a twistingB-road.

Runningcostsalsoimpress ;

theypromise to be lowerthan
those of theChevy or Mitsubishi.
During itstimewithus - which
includedperformance testing
ourtestcarreturned a creditable

33.6mpg . Plus
,

its126g /

kmCO2
emissionsarebyfarthelowest
here

,

and mean £95-a-year road
tax . Consistenttopfourfinishes
in ourannualDriverPower
satisfactionsurveymean it

willbegreat to own
,

too.
Onthisshowing ,

theSkoda

stillhaswhat
it takes to beatmore

expensive carsfrommainstream
manufacturers

. Against
value-formoney competition ,

itscasefor
victory is evenstronger.
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youstartthe2..o-litrediesel
,

it'
s

cleartheLancerisn' t asrefined
astheSkodaor Chevy .The
VWsourcedengineclatters at idle
andsoundsroughalltheway
throughtherevrange ,

while
harshvibrations canbefelt

through thepedalsandwheel.
Thenotchy , imprecise

sixspeedmanualboxdoesn' t help ,

and is madeworsebythesharp
clutch .

Shortgearinghelpsboost
acceleration

, althoughmotorway

1111
JAPANESE manufacturer
Mitsubishi is famousfor

itsfirebreathing LancerEvo

supersaloons ,

buttheregular
Lancerhatchbackshouldn' t be
overlooked . It

benefitsfrom a

sprinkling of glamourfrom its
performance brother

,

andoffers

strongpracticalityandtopvalue.
At thefront is

thesame

aggressively gapinggrilleand

swept-backheadlamps asonthe
Evo

X

,

while a largeroofspoiler
adds to

thevisualmenace . Sadly ,

theseadditions fail
to disguise

thecar' s awkwardproportions
andslightlydumpy looks.

It' s
moreattractivelystyled

inside .Thedashboard design is

refreshingly simpleandfeatures

chunkycontrolsfortheair-con
,

togetherwithsporty-looking
instruments . But it'

s letdown

bythecheap-looking dot-matrix

displaybetween thedials
, plus

thebasicstereo
, scratchyplastics

anddatedrocker switches.

Finding a
comfortabledriving

position is tricky ,

asthesteering
wheeloffers rakeadjustment

only ,

whiletheseatsareflat
andunsupportive .

In therear
,

there' s plenty of legroom ,

but
theslopingrooflinemeans
talleroccupantswillfindtheir
headbrushing theceiling.

TheLanceralsohasthe
smallest boot of

ourtrio
,

with a

disappointing 344-litrecarrying
capacity .

At leasttheneatfalse
floorallowsyou to hidevaluables
out of sight ,

aswellascreating a

flatloadlip . Fromthemoment

Ontheroad
, poorrideand

bodyrollletLancerdown

Simple dashdesignsets
-

"

" Mitsubishiapart , although
some of theplasticsfeet
scratchy . Boot is tight ,

too

progress is lessrelaxedas a

result . There' s alsonoticeable

torquesteerwhenaccelerating
hardonbumpy roads

,

while
thesteeringsuffers from
kickback in corners.

Plus
,

thesuspension
causestheLancer to crash

uncomfortably overpoorly
surfacedroads .AndESP

is

a £400optionalextra - it

shouldcomeasstandard
on a familyhatchback.

TheMitsubishireturned

31.3mpg in ourhands
, trailing

theSkodaby2.3mpg . But it
was

waybehindbothrivalswithits
filthyi63g /

kmCO2output .
The

trade-off is a great-value £450

three-year pre-paidservicing
deal

, plus37.5percentresiduals.

Distinctivelooks
,

a flexible
loadareaandvaluepricestand in

theLancer' s favour
,

buta range of

flawsthreatens to consign it
to

thebottomstep of
ourpodium.

STYLING
*

*
*

AGGRESSIVEdesigntakes
inspirationfromrallybred
Evo X saloon

,

whilewedgy
hatchback tailhelps theLancer

standout . Thelarge rearwing ,

deepfrontbumperandalloys
add to sportyappeal ,

butshape
isn' t asattractiveasrivals.

NTERIOR
* *

*

SIMPLEdesignlooksgood ,

but
materialsarepoorand it

canbe
awkward to find a

comfortable

drivingposition . Flatseatsoffer
little in thewayof comfort or

support ,

andboot is
smallest.

Yetthere' s plenty of kit
,

with
air-conandaniPodconnection.

1
, RIVING

*
* *

SHORTgearinghelpsgivethe
Lancer impressive performance ,

butengine is

coarseandtorque
steer

is
anissueonbumpyroads.

Bodyroll
,

a sharpclutchandan
overly firmbrakepedalfurther
spoilthedrivingexperience.

COSTS
* *

*
*

ALTHOUGH it
costs£204more

thantheCruze
,

the£17 ,399
Mitsubishi feelsmuchcheaper.

HighCO2emissionsmeanbig
road taxbills

,

butthe£450

servicingdeal is

reasonable

and37.5percentresiduals
arethestrongest in thistest.

GREE
* *

AStheMitsubishidoesn' t have

anygreentech
,

it struggles to

makeitseco-friendlymark . CO2
emissions of 163g

/

kmarebyfar
thehighesthere

,

whileourfuel
return of 31.3mpgfallsbetween

those of
theOctaviaandCruze.
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DETAILSDATA
BANKCHEVROLETPRACTICALITY

GIVENtheCruze' s family
friendlycredentials

,

it' s no
surprise thatthecabin is filled
withstoragecubbyholes , trays
andcompartments . Theonly
problem is

, theyarealltoo
small

,

shallow or narrow
to beof anyrealuse.

CHEVROLETCONTROLS

A LACK of precision in the

majorcontrols is
whatlets

theChevroletdown in this

company - it justcan'
t

match
theSkoda forfeedbackand

weighting . Primeculprit is

thegearbox ,

whichhas a slow
andnotchyshiftaction.

SKODASPECIFICATION

OVERALLstandardspecification
ontheOctavia is generous ,

but
you' ll have to pay£395extra if

youwanttheESPsystem fitted
to entry-level S andSEmodels.
Wethinkthis

is
anunforgivable

oversight in a carthat' s

aimed at familybuyers.

MITSUBISHI STYLING

THEdesign is

ratherbloated
,

buttheLancerclearlytakes

itscuesfromthecompany' s

wildrallybredEvo X saloon.

Upfront
,

there' s
anaggressive

uprighttrapezoidalgrille ,

while
thetailgate is

markedoutby
a neatlyintegratedspoiler.

Ontheroadprice /

totalastested

Residualvalue
(

after3yrs /

36 ,000
)

Depreciation

Annual taxliabilitystd
/ higherrate

Annual fuelcost
(

12k
/

20kmiles
)

Ins
. group/

quote /

roadtaxband
/

cost

Cost of 1st
/

2nd
/

3rdservice

Length /

wheelbase

Height /

width

Engine

Peakpower /

revs

Peak torque
/

revs

Transmission

Fueltankcapacity / sparewheel

Bootcapacity (

seatsup /

down
)

Kerbweight / payload /
towing weight

Turningcircle
/ dragcoefficient

Basicwarranty / recovery

Serviceintervals
/

UKdealers

DriverPowermanufacturer
/

dealerpos.
Euro NCAP : Adult

/

child
/ pedistars

0-60
/ 30-70mph

30-50mph

50-70mph

Topspeed / rpm at 70mph

Braking 70-0
/

60-0
/ 30-0mph

Noiselevelsoutside
/

idle
/

30
/ 70mph

AutoExpresseconomy/ range

Govturban
/

extra-urban
/

combined

Actual
/

claimedCO2
/

taxbracket

Airbags /

lsofix
/

rearparkingsensors

Air-conditioning /

leather
/

heatedseats

Automatic box
/ stability /

cruisecontrol

Metallic paint /

xenonlights / keylessgo
Sat-nav

/

USB connection
/

Bluetooth

CHEVROLET CRUZE

THE£17 ,195Chevrolet

is
thecheapestcar in this

test
, undercutting the

Mitsubishiby£204and

theSkodaby£1 ,455.
Yet

it
comesloaded with

equipment ,

and is
the

onlymodel to feature
ESPasstandard.

Addingto
theCruze' s

showroomappeal is a

five-year warranty , plus
a great-value servicing

packagethatprovides
threeyears'worth of

mechanicalmaintenance

for a mere£299 . Theone

fly in theointment is
the

heavydepreciation ;

our
expertspredict thecarwill
holdon to only29.7per
cent of itsvalueoverthree

yearsand36 ,000miles.

CHEVROLET
CRUZE
HATCHBACK
LT 2

,0

VCDi

£17,195 /

£17,605

£5 ,107 /
29.7%%

£12,088

£748
/

£1 ,497

£2 ,582
/

£4 ,304

22
/

£385
/

F

/

£130

£299
( 3yrs /

30 ,000 )

4 ,510 /

2 ,685mm

1 ,477 /

1 ,797mm

4cylin-line
/

1 ,998cc

161
/

3 ,800bhp / rpm

360
/

1 ,750Nm
/ rpm

6-spd man
/

fwd

60 litres
/

foam

413
/

833 litres *

1 ,480
/

513
/

1 ,200kg

10.9metres
/

0.35Cd

5yrs (

100k
) / 1yr

12 ,000miles
( 10 /

95

34th
/

N

/

A

96
/

84
/

34
/

5

8.8
/

7.8secs

3.6
/

5.9secs

6.8
/

9.4secs

127mph /

1 ,900rpm

51.9
/

38.5
/

9.6metres

65
/

44
/

58
/

64d13

29.5mPg /

389miles

36.6
/

64.2
/ 50.4mpg

257
/ 147g /

km
/

22%%

Six
/ yes / yes

Yes
/

no
/

no

No
/ yes / yes

MO
/

no
/

no

No
/

no
/

no

Runningcosts in
detail

0

SKODAOCTAVIA

TRADITIONALLY
,

Skoda

is viewedas a budget
brand

,

butitsmodel is

themostcostly in this
test . Andthe£18 ,650
Octavia feelsevenmore

expensive ,

thanks to

itsclassy , solidlybuilt
cabinanddecenthaul

of standardequipment.
Low126g /

kmCO2

emissionsmean tempting
taxbillsforprivateand

company users
,

whileour
DriverPowersatisfaction

surveysshowbuyerscan

expectstrongreliability
andimpeccabledealer

service . Mindyou ,

the
lattercomes at a price ,

asourquotes suggest
maintenancecostswill
bethehighest of

ourtrio.

SKODA
OCTAVIA
SE2.0TDI
CR140PS

£18,650
/

£19,950

£6 ,248 /

33.5%%

£12 ,402

£669
/

£1 ,339

£2 ,267 /

£3 ,779

20
/

f488
/

D

/

f95

£252
/

£303
/

£325

4 ,569
/

2 ,578mm

1 ,462 /

1 ,769mm

4cylin-line
/

1 ,968m

138
/

4 ,200bhp / rpm

320
/

1 ,750Nm
/ rpm

6-spdman
/

fwd

55 litres
/

foam

585
/

1 ,455litres

1 ,320
/

675
/

1 ,400kg

10.2metres
/

0.30Cd

3yrs (

60k
) / 3yrs

20 ,000miles
( 2yr) /

135

1st
/

2nd

4

/

4

/

2

/

81 * *

9.0
/

8.6secs

3.9
/

5.7secs

7.1 /
9.5secs

131mph /

1 ,800mm

49.7
/

36.7
/

9.5metres

64
/

45
/

59
/

67dB

33.6mpg /

407miles

46.3
/

70.6
/ 58.9mpg

225
/ 126g /

km
/

18%%

Four
/ yes /

£300

Yes
/

no
/

£275

No
/

E395
/

f 225

£440
/

£645
/

no

£1 ,660 /

£185
/

£745^

MITSUBISHI
LANCER 2.0
DI-DGS-2
SPORTBACK

£17 ,399
/

£17,784

£6,525
/

37.5%%

£10 ,874

£922
/

£1 ,844

£2 ,434
/

f4 ,056

21
/

£508
/

G

/

£165

£450
( 3yrs /

37 ,500
)

4 ,585 /

2 ,635mm

1 ,515 /

1 ,760mm

4cylin-line
/

1 ,968cc

140
/

4 ,000bhp / rpm

310
/

1 ,750Nm
/ rpm

6-spdman
/

fwd

59litres
/ sp . saver

344
/

1 ,349 litres

1 ,465 /

505
/

1 ,400kg

10.0metres
/

N

/

A

3yrs (

unitd
)

/ 3yrs

12 ,500miles
( 1y) /

142

21st
/

17th
.9

81
/

80
/

34
/

5

a

0

a

"

,7

*

,

os

.&3

8

IYO

8.9
/

8.6secs

3.2
/

5.2secs

6.4
/

8.7secs

127mph /

2 ,10Orpm

55.2
/

40.1
/

9.9metres

64
/

49
/

60
/

68dB

31.3mpg /

406miles

34.4
/
56.5

/ 45.6mpg

242
/ 163g /

km
/

27%%

Seven
/ yes /

DFO

Yes
/

no
/

no

No
/

£450
/ yes

£385
/

no
/
no

No
/ yes / yes

MITSUBISHI LANCER

ONtheface of
it

,

the
Lancer lookslikedecent

value in £17 ,399GS2

trim . Butthe
specialedition Juromodelmakes

evenmoresense
;

it adds
leatherseats

,

sat-nayand
a reversingcamera to the

generouskittally ,

and
costs£1 ,000 less.

Sadly , you' ll stillget
thesame2.0-litrediesel

engineand163g /

kmCO2

emissions
,

whichmeans

theMitsubishi is
a costly

company carchoice.

Helping to lightenthe
loadonyourwalletare

respectableresiduals

of 38.3percentand a

£450servicingdealthat
willcoveralldealervisits
forthefirst threeyears.

a

V

0

0

2i

VERDICT
CONQUERING thecompetitive
familycarsector

is
a bigaskfor

theChevroletCruzehatch
.

The

goodnews
is thatthenewcomer

gets a
lot of thingsright.

It' s betterlookingthanthe
saloonversionand is impressively
practical . Ontop of that

,

it boasts
themostpowerfulengine ,

is the
cheapest to buyandcomeswith
a decenthaul of kit .

Theicingon
thecake is thecompany' s

fiveyear warrantyandgreat-value
fixed-priceservicing.

Evenso
,

theCruzehasn' t done

enough to topple theSkoda . The

Octavia is a polishedperformer ,

withtheneatesthandling ,

the
strongest enginerefinementand
themostspaciouscabin in this
test .

Betterstill
, top-notchbuild

qualityandclassymaterialsmake

if feellike a modelfrom theclass
above . Yes

,

it willcostyoumore
to buy -

butwereckon it' s

wortheveryextrapenny.
That leavestheMitsubishi

bringinguptherear .
Itssporting

heritageandaggressive looks
flatter to deceive

,

astheLancer

is wayoffthepace in
thissector.

Although it'
s
weltequippedand

shouldprovereliable
,

wewould
recommend spendingyourmoney
onsomethingelse in

thisclass.

SKODA
OCTAVIA

SPACIOUS
,

comfortableOctavia is

simplyunbeatable in
thissector.

It costsmorethanitsrivalshere
,

butthesuperbquality , composed
chassisandsmoothdrivetrain
mean it feels like a premium
offering in thiscompany .

ESP

shouldbestandard
, though.

@CHEVROLETCRUZE
PRACTICAL hatchaddsanother

string to theCruze' s

bow
,

andthe

pricemakes it hard to resist . Diesel

engine is strong ,

whilethe
fiveyearwarranty , fused-priceservice
dealandgenerousequipment list
maketheChevrolet a greatchoice.

Yetdrivingdynamicslet it down.

MITSUBISHI
LANCER

GREATperformance , aggressive
looksanddecentvaluemarkout
theMitsubishi .

Butthat'
s
about

it . Putsimply ,

theLancerfeels a

generationbehind itsopponents
here in terms of

roadmanners
,

refinement andengineering.
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